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VETERANS ISSUES DEFINED FOR 2010 LEGISLATURE

Veterans Issues for 2010

General Assembly

Everyone is asked to call their
state legislators and ask (tell) for their
support for the following four
veterans related issues for the 2010
General Assembly.

1. Merit Hiring for Veterans

2. Automated Pull Tab Machines

3. Video Amusement Machines

4. Full Funding for KDVA

At the time of printing we do not
have bill numbers but will advise as
soon as they are available. It is
imperative that we all call and
demand these bills be passed.

We want our veterans to be given
priority when hiring for state jobs.
Our veterans deserve priority and we
demand they get it.

We want automated pull tab
machines in our posts and be allowed
to use them all the time. The
automated machines provide better
control and we are not dependent
upon bar tenders to sell the tabs.

We want video amusement
machines (not slot machines) in our
posts and we want them under the
control of the KY Department of
Charitable Gaming. The video
amusement machines are nothing
more than automated pull tab
machines and can be set to have the
same pay out as pull tabs. The
survival of many of our posts is
dependant upon  getting these
amusement machines. Remember the
proceeds from these machines stay in
our communities supporting our
charities.

During the last JECVO meeting,
Commissioner Ken Lucas stated
KDVA (Kentucky Department of
Veterans Affairs) is preparing for the
worst for the next fiscal year. Please
See Veterans, Page 4, Col 1
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Unger

Happy New Year! We must
make it a happy new year! January
begins the second half of our fiscal
year. The first half proved to be
not happy. December ended the
first six months of our fiscal year
with a loss of $7,800.

We can cite many reasons for
the loss but the fact is we are in
dire straits and unless we can make
a significant turn around the life of
this post is in jeopardy. We are
making strides in controlling
expenses, but due to our small
"customer™ base, income isS not
keeping up with maintenance and
other expenses.

Had it not been for the one-time
income  from the National
Convention the loss would have
been approximately $25,000. No
one seems to respond because they
see our current asset figure which
they assume to be cold, hard, spend
able cash which it is not; but if this
trend continues our post will not
exist in 5 years.

We have 950 members of the
Legion and another 300 from
Auxiliary and SAL membership.
Unfortunately we don’t see more
than 60 to 80 of these fine people
at any function of the post.

Our monthly fish-fry’s are
poorly attended by membership,
very few bingo players are from
the Legion family, 35% of our
members returned paid carnival
raffle tickets. Our weekly Wed-
See Commander, Page 3, Col 1

3 Card Party — 2:00 P.M.
15 Fish Fry 5:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
15 Karaoke 8:00 P.M. — 11:00P. M.

JECVO — No Meeting
4 S.A.L. Meeting — 6:30 P.M.
4 Executive Comm. 7:30 P.M.
11 Auxiliary — 2:00 P.M.
11 Membership — 7:30 P.M.
23 Dept Winter Conference
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New Year’s Eve
Dance / Breakfast

Thursday - December 31°
Highland Hall

$15.00 Single
$25.00 - Couple

Includes favors, champaign at
midnight and breakfast.

Featuring:
“Music with Dave”
9:00 P.M. — 1:00 A.M.
Breakfast following Dance

Reservations may be made by
calling the post at 458-1525.

Tickets are available in the
Post Lounge.

PS: If you forget to make
reservations do not let that
stop you from coming to the
New Year’s Eve Dinner
Dance. We want you to come
and enjoy the fun, food and
dancing with your friends.
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Help plan for tomorrow — Make a
charitable bequest to Highland Post
201 through your will — it will be
greatly appreciated.

It is Monday afternoon,
December 14" Unusually warm
for this time of the year. It is
membership meeting at the Post
this evening. | hope more of you
will be there. We get the meeting
over in a short time, and then we
socialize for a while with food and
drink. It makes for a nice evening
with lots of fellowship.

At the church we attend, we
have nearly 1000 families. Here at
the Post we have many more
members than that. When we have
a fish fry, for instance, we are so
busy, that sometimes we have to
open a second serving line. We
take in thousands of dollars. Here
at the Post, most of the time, the
turn out is very small compared to
the size of our membership.
What’s the difference? 1 wish I
had the answer. We are trying
very hard to keep our head above
water with all of our bills. If you
have any ideas, please come to our
meetings and you will be heard.
Please do all you can for the Post.

Well it is nearing the new year.
I wonder what we have in store for
us. | worry about the good ole
U.S.A,, and I pray a lot.

We have lost 25 members since
mid May. Only one member has
passed away this past month. He
was also a member of the VFW
1170 Post in Middletown as well
as Highland Post. He was an
active member here at one time.
His name:

Donald C. Kohler, November
11, 2009, Korea, Army.

We offer our prayer, love and
sympathy to his family and anyone
else who has lost a loved one.

Thelma & | wish you a happy,
healthy new year and we hope you
had a blessed merry Christmas and
a great holiday season.

Till the next time, God Bless.

Your Chaplain — Bud Allgeier

Mystery Member

Last months mystery member was
Art Cannon, a Highland Post 201
Legion member. Art’s picture had
been submitted by his sister and
requested we put the picture in the
newsletter.

If you would like to be a mystery
member, please provide a picture of
yourself to the editor.

2010 Membership Dues
Please send your dues in now.
Keep our Post helping veterans in
the community. Thanks for your
support for the future.

Auxiliary - $20.00

Sons Of Legion - $35.00
Legion - $35.00
Remember all Legion dues are

$35.00. There is no discount for
Seniors. Help increase our
membership, find someone and
sign them up. Help us meet our
membership goals.

Pinochle Card Party
Sunday — Log Cabin
January 3" - 2:00 P.M.
(Always 1% Sunday of Month)

Fish Fry
Friday — Highland Hall
January 15" - 5:00 P.M.
(Always 3" Friday of Month)
Dine In — Carry Out
Sandwiches and Dinners
Fish (Baked & Fried)
Oysters, Shrimp, Clam Chowder
Bratwurst - Hot Dogs
New Potatoes — Green Beans
Slaw - Macaroni Cheese

Karaoke
Friday - Log Cabin
January 15" — 8:00 P.M.
Following Fish Fry
Great Singers!!!

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year to all
from the Post Officers!
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January 23" Winter Conference,
Holiday Inn, Hurstbourne,
Louisville - Registration fee $5.00.
Conference registration starts Friday
3:00 P.M. — 8:00 P.M., Saturday
8:00 A.M. — 1:00 P.M. Hope to see
you there.

Commander — Continued from Page
1, Col 2

nesday evening activity is attended
by almost 20 people. We could go
on but the story is the same.

Your American Legion exists to
be able to promote American Legion
programs, which are not being done
at this post because of what appears
to be an apathetic response for help
in the way of ideas, volunteerism or
just plain hard work.

An old song says "Love makes
the world go round,” but rather as
we all know, cash makes the world
go around.

Soon we will be preparing for our
annual Springfest during which we
hope to offer a different kind of
raffle prize. We all seem to have
enough TV sets, and as indicated by
the response to the carnival, cash
does not seem to be an incentive. So
we will try to come up with
something in which all of us will be
interested.

I’'m sorry this is so negative. We
have a great post, the best in the
state. We all know it, but hardly any
of us use it to full advantage.

Please  visit our  website
www.highlandpost201.org and
learn more about the post and
provide some of its selling points to
your family, friends and potential
new Legionnaires. A few good
words go a long way.

The Origin of Taps
By: Charlie Petersen

It all began in 1862 during the
Civil War when a Union Army
Captain, Robert Ellicombe, was
with his men near Harrison’s
Landing, in Virginia.

The Confederate Army was on
the other side of this narrow strip
of land. During the night Captain
Ellicombe heard the moan of a
soldier who lay mortally wounded
on the field. Not knowing if it
were a Union or Confederate
soldier, the captain decided to risk
his life and bring the stricken man
back for medical attention.

Crawling on his stomach
through the gun fire, the captain
reached the stricken soldier and
began pulling him toward his own
encampment. When the captain
finally reached his own lines, he
discovered it was actually a
Confederate soldier, but the soldier
was dead.

The captain lit a lantern.
Suddenly, he caught his breath and
went numb with shock. In the dim
light he saw the face of the soldier.
It was his own son. The boy had
been studying music in the South
when the war broke out. Without
telling his father, he had enlisted in
the Confederate Army.

The following morning the heart
broken father asked permission of
his superiors to give his son a full
military burial despite his enemy
status. His request was partially
granted.

The captain had asked if he
could have a group of army band
members play a funeral dirge for
the son at the funeral. The request
was turned down since the soldier
was a Confederate. Out of respect
for the father, they did say they
could give him only one musician.

The captain chose the bugler to
play a series of musical notes he
had found on a piece of paper in
the pocket of the dead youth’s

uniform. This wish was granted.
That music was the haunting bugle
melody we now know as “TAPS”
used in all military funerals.

Flag Folding Ceremony

The flag folding ceremony
represents the same religious
principles on which our country was
originally founded. The portion of
the flag denoting honor is the
canton of blue containing the stars
representing the states our veterans
served in uniform. The canton field
of blue dresses from left to right and
is inverted when draped as a pall on
a casket of a veteran who has served
our country in uniform.

In the Armed Forces of the
United States, at the ceremony of
retreat the flag is lowered, folded in
a triangle fold and kept under watch
throughout the night as a tribute to
our nation's honored dead. The next
morning it is brought out and, at the
ceremony of reveille, run aloft as a
symbol of our belief in the
resurrection of the body.

The first fold of our flag is a
symbol of life.

The second fold is a symbol of
our belief in the eternal life.

The third fold is made in honor
and remembrance of the veteran
departing our ranks who gave a
portion of life for the defense of our
country to attain a peace throughout
the world.

The fourth fold represents our
weaker nature, for as American
citizens trusting in God, it is to Him
we turn in times of peace as well as
in times of war for His divine
guidance.

See Flag Folding, Page 4, Col 2
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Christmas Notes

Thanks to Don Black and his
crew (Vicki & Dave VanTassel
and Lynn & Mike Phelps) for
decorating the Log Cabin &
Highland Hall for Christmas.

In addition, special thanks to
Vicki & Dave for donating the
large Christmas tree in Highland
Hall and special thanks to Lynn for
donating the poinsettias used to
decorate the Log Cabin during the
Christmas Party and then given
away as door prizes.

We had plenty of food, thanks
to everyone who brought a dish.
No one left hungry and the Kids
from Step-N-Out were great.

Special  thanks to  Dave
VanTassel for playing music and
to Don Black for cooking and
setting up the room, everything
was very nice. If you missed the
party too bad, everyone had a great
time. Plan now to attend next year.

Veterans — Continued from Page 1,
Col1l

call your legislators and tell them
we do not want any cuts relating to
our Veterans Nursing Homes and
Veterans Cemeteries. We have all
paid a high price to get these
facilities and we want them
supported and protected.

Pick up your phone now and
call your legislators and demand
they support these four very
important issues. You can find
your legislators on line at
www.lrc.ky.gov or by calling 1-
800-372-7181. Do it now and tell
your fellow veterans to do the
same.

Items for Packages Overseas
The Auxiliary is collecting items to
include in a package to send to the troops
serving overseas. The first package is to
be mailed in February. Please consider
donating items if possible. Items may be
dropped off at the post anytime.

o Flea Collars (cat only)
Gold Bond Powder
Eye Drops
Hand Sanitizer
Wet Wipes
Mole Skin
Packages of Ramen Noodles
(not in the cup)
Beenie Weenies
Vienna Sausages
Hard Candy
Cough Drops
Handkerchiefs
Single Packages of Flavoring
for Bottled water (singles to go
— Kool Aid, Crystal Light, etc.)
o Toilet Paper
e Pen and Paper
e Greeting Cards

Flag Folding — Continued from Page 3, Col 3
The fifth fold is a tribute to our
country, for in the words of Stephen
Decatur, "Our country, in dealing with
other countries, may she always be right;
but it is still our country, right or wrong."
The sixth fold is for where our hearts
lie. It is with our heart that we pledge
allegiance to the flag of the United States
of America, and to the republic for which
it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
The seventh fold is a tribute to our
Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed
Forces that we protect our country and
our flag against all her enemies, whether

they be found within or without the
boundaries of our republic.

The eighth fold is a tribute to the
one who entered into the valley of
the shadow of death, that we might
see the light of day, and to honor
mother, for whom it flies on
Mother's Day.

The ninth fold is a tribute to
womanhood; for it has been through
their faith, love, loyalty and
devotion that the character of the
men and women who have made
this country great have been
molded.

The tenth fold is a tribute to
father, for he, too, has given his
sons and daughters for the defense
of our country since they were first
born.

The eleventh fold, in the eyes of
a Hebrew citizen, represents the
lower portion of the seal of King
David and King Solomon, and
glorifies, in their eyes, the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a
Christian citizen, represents an
emblem of eternity and glorifies, in
their eyes, God the Father, the Son,
and Holy Ghost.

The thirteen fold, or when the
flag is completely folded, the stars
are in the uppermost, reminding us
of our nations motto, “In God We
Trust.”

After the flag is completely
folded and tucked in, it takes on the
appearance of a cocked hat. Ever
reminding us of the soldiers who
served under General George
Washington and the sailors and
marines who served under Captain
John Paul Jones.




